
             

Financial opportunities for startups in Slovakia 
 

Opportunity name / 
investor / organization 

 
Type of aid (risk capital financing, 
angel investors, government 
financing, 
EU funding, start-up loans, 
incubator / accelerator financing, 
competition for cash prizes, etc.) 

Brief description of the 
opportunity, target group 
(vertical and phase), 
eligibility requirement, 

amount of funding or 
average ticket size, etc.) 

Link  Timeline 
(application 
deadline, 
important dates, 
etc.) 

Ministry of Economy of 
the SR 

Non-repayable financial assistance Scheme to support small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
in the Slovak Republic 

Scheme 
to support the development 

of the creative industries 
Family business support 

scheme 
Family business support 

scheme 
Program to support 

successful business 
practice and business 
education 

Startup support program 
Internet Economy Support 

Program 

http://www.sbagency.sk/statne-programy Some calls are 
already closed 
but are expected 
to open 

Slovak Business Agency 
 

Non-financial assistance - various 
types of counseling and education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-financial assistance 
• Business consulting 
• Management consulting 
• Legal advice 
• Accounting advice 
• Tax advice 
• Financial advice 
• Web campaigns 

Non-financial assistance 
http://www.sbagency.sk/nefinancne-sluzby-pre-
zaujemcov-o-podnikanie 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assistance is 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial aid: Start up Sharks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Support in obtaining 
grants, loans and financial 
contributions 

• Economic and 
technological research 

• Support for participation in 
research and development 
programs 

• Commercialization of the 
results of research and 
development programs 

• Technology marketing 
• Protection of intellectual 

property 
• Regional innovation 

strategies 
• Networking 
• Entry into European 

markets 
• Targeted international 

company meetings 
• Services for foreign 
companies in investment 
consulting 
 
Start up Sharks 
is implemented through the 
Start-up Support Scheme (de 
minimis aid scheme) and the 
Start-up Support Program 
announced by the Ministry of 
Economy of the Slovak 
Republic and financed from 
the state budget of the 
Slovak Republic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Startup Sharks 
http://www.sbagency.sk/startup-sharks-
0#.YZutLNDMJPY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assistance is 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sbagency.sk/startup-sharks-0#.YZutLNDMJPY
http://www.sbagency.sk/startup-sharks-0#.YZutLNDMJPY


             
 
 
 
 
 
 
Microloans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Innovation and Technology Fund 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The support provided under 
Startup Sharks will contribute 
to a more economically 
suitable setting of business 
plans and thus reduce the 
risk of startups failing. 
Microloans  
• loan amount: from EUR 

2,500 to EUR 50,000 
• loan maturity: 6 months 

to 4 years (possibility of 
deferred payments by 6 
months) 

• interest rate: from 1.26% 
to 9.16% 

• almost 2 thousand have 
been provided so far loans 
for more than 31 mil. EUR, 
created almost 3 thous. 
jobs and 5 thousand 
maintained. 
Innovation and Technology 
Fund 
- The mission of the 
Innovation and Technology 
Fund is to support 
entrepreneurial initiative by 
providing risk capital and 
thus to develop 
entrepreneurship, 
employment and the 
economy towards an 
innovative economy. It was 
created in response to the 
emerging demand for 
venture capital to support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Microloans: 
http://www.sbagency.sk/mikropozicky 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Innovation and Technology Fund 
http://www.fondfit.sk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Assistance is 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assistance is 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sbagency.sk/mikropozicky


             
 
 
 
 
 
 
Venture capital fund 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

entrepreneurs with ideas 
and is the result of 
cooperation between the 
Slovak Business Agency 
(SBA) and investors. 
 
Venture capital fund, – 
Národný holdingový fond 
s.r.o.  
• a specialized subsidiary of 

Slovak Business Agency, 
which implements 
support in the form of risk 
capital 

• support for growth-
oriented business projects 
in the form of providing 
risk capital (contribution 
to the share capital of 
companies) 

• directs the activities of 
individual funds so as to 
stimulate the 
development of the SME 
sector in the whole 
territory of the Slovak 
Republic 

• manages funds directly 
under the management of 
the company (without 
legal personality) and 
funds in which private 
investors have invested 
capital together with the 
NH Fund - Slovak Growth 
and Capital Fund, Slovak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Venture capital fund,http://www.nhfond.sk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Assistance is 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nhfond.sk/


             
 
 
 
 
 
Eterus Capital belongs to the SBA 
venture capital funds 

Development Fund, 
Innovation and 
Technology Fund and 
Seed Capital Fund. 

 
The aim is to acquire 

majority and minority 
business shares and 
provide a contribution to 
the equity of successful 
Slovak companies and 
projects that provide an 
adequate return and risk 
profile. 

 
 
 
 
 
Eterus Capital 
https://eterus.sk/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Assistance is 
ongoing 
 

Perry Hub Non-profit platform for all areas 
and areas of national economy and 
business. 

Through the platform, 
entrepreneurs, mentors and 
investors can get to know 
each other, communicate or 
find job or investment 
opportunities. The 
platform's organizers are 
also creating an innovation 
home for startups from 
Central and Eastern Europe 
in the United States. The 
startups will be able to sign 
up for a stay in Silicon Valley, 
which can help them 
expand. 

www.perrytalents.com. from 11/2021 

 
robime.it 
 

The non-profit platform - robime.it 
has existed since 2012 with the aim 
of being a partner of IT-chakers and 
helping them in their professional 
growth. 

It is designed for the IT 
community and offers a 
wide range of forms of 
assistance, from consulting, 
through networking and 
building long-term 
relationships 

https://robime.it/ from r 2012 

https://eterus.sk/


             
 
Startup TUKE center 
TECHNICOM University 
Science Park 
Technical University of 
Košice 

The main intention of the center is 
to create a motivational 
environment that will help not only 
students and employees of TUKE, 
but also other inhabitants of the 
region in the development of their 
innovative ideas and potential. The 
TUKE start-up center offers startups 
support in various forms, according 
to their current needs. Above all, it 
is a possibility to use the premises in 
the TUKE Startup Center and the 
necessary equipment capacities of 
unique professional workplaces, 
laboratories and other facilities at 
the university free of charge. 
Furthermore, assistance in creating 
a business plan, acquiring partners, 
finding potential investors as well as 
expert and mentoring support. 

Innovative startups 
(companies) in the advanced 
stage of their product 
development (minimum TRL 
3) can apply for placement in 
the TUKE Incubator in the 
premises of UVP TECHNICOM 
by filling in the Registration 
Form (application for the 
startup competition) on an 
ongoing basis. 
 
Every registered startup that 
is interested in joining the 
Incubator must complete the 
presentation of their project 
before an expert commission 
within the competition of 
startups, which are organized 
regularly, every 6 months. 
 
However, applications of 
startups to the Incubator will 
be assessed on an ongoing 
basis and the startup may be 
accepted into the Incubator 
conditionally, until the date 
of its final acceptance is 
decided by an expert 
commission within the 
startup competition. 
Startups, which arose as a 
result of the so-called pre-
incubation process at the 
TUKE Startup Center. 

https://startupcentrum.tuke.sk/ from r. 2014 



             
Startups founded by TUKE 
employees and spin-of 
companies, which were 
usually created on the basis 
of successful scientific 
research activities of 
excellent researchers. 
Innovative start-ups that 
originated in the region of 
Eastern Slovakia (outside the 
TUKE university campus), 
which for their further 
development and solution of 
specific professional 
problems need support of 
TUKE development and 
research potential (unique 
laboratory equipment, 
expert potential, support of 
business acceleration 
services of the University 
Science Park TECHNICOM 
etc.). 

Incubator of the 
Comenius University 
Science Park in 
Bratislava 

The aim of the VP UK incubator is 
through its activities: 
 
Contribute to the development of 
the sector by supporting innovative 
ideas and the creation and 
development of innovative startups 
and spin-offs at the regional and 
international level, in particular in 
the areas of: 
biomedicine, 
biotechnology, 
environmental medicine, 

I VP UK incubator offers and 
prepares various types of 
business and support 
services, training programs 
and other activities, 
according to the interests 
and requirements of clients, 
which support and facilitate 
the creation, development 
and establishment of 
startups and spin-offs on the 
market. 
 

https://cusp.uniba.sk/inkubator/ Assistance is 
ongoing 
 



             
bioinformatics, 
related eco-innovation. 
with interdisciplinary involvement 
of legal, managerial and sociological 
counseling. 
To support the commercialization 
of knowledge based on the transfer 
of scientific and technological 
outputs from the university to 
companies and especially to 
startups and spin-offs. 
To support interconnection with 
established companies by focusing 
the research and research results of 
the university on the needs of 
established companies with the aim 
of increasing their innovation and 
competitiveness in the market. 
Stimulate regional economic 
development by supporting 
innovative startups and businesses 
that contribute to job creation and 
the development of a dynamic 
ecosystem. 
To support dynamically growing 
companies - startups with high 
growth potential. 
Create cooperation and 
partnerships with regional and 
international organizations, 
institutions and companies in order 
to meet these goals. 
The UVP incubator supports 
startups and spinoffs in various 
stages of development - training, 
mentoring, coaching, consulting and 

Those interested in business 
can acquire and develop their 
practical skills at interesting 
business workshops. 
 
The development and 
commercialization of 
business ideas into concrete 
form can be supported by the 
creation and cooperation of 
mixed teams within 
interdisciplinary programs. 
 
The Start-up Legal Clinic 
provides legal advice on 
resolving legal issues for 
startups and spin-offs. 
 
In cooperation with 
companies, the incubator 
prepares and offers 
professional internships for 
those interested. 
 
Systematic professional 
development, education and 
sharing of business 
knowledge and experience of 
clients and stakeholders are 
ensured through access to 
virtual incubator services. 



             
other activities - pre-incubation, 
incubation and acceleration with 
the use and provision of the latest 
available knowledge in this area.. 

University Science Park 
of the University of 
Žilina in Žilina 
 

The main focus of the science park 
is focused on transport and 
production systems, the 
development of new materials and 
technologies and the area of 
information and communication 
technologies. 

Implements joint research 
projects - assistance in 
finding a partner from UVP 
UNIZA, respectively. ŽU into 
joint research projects, 
contract research - 
assistance in finding contacts 
from UVP UNIZA, resp. ŽU for 
specific contract research 
assignments, 
providing legal support for 
contract research, finding 
supporting financial 
resources for joint research 
projects, 
arranging contacts for UVP 
UNIZA experts, resp. ŽU who 
are able to supply 
professional expertise and 
analysis, 
mediation of the use of 
research, development and 
laboratory capacities of UVP 
UNIZA, 
transfer of knowledge and 
technologies of UVP UNIZA 
into practice, 

https://uvp.uniza.sk/ Assistance is 
ongoing 
 

SIEA  - Slovak 
Innovation and Energy 
Agency 

innovation voucher 
 
 
 
 

Innovation vouchers can be 
used by companies for 
education, ie for innovative 
training, seminars and 
capacity building. Also for 

https://www.siea.sk/siea-podpori-firmy-
prostrednictvom-inovacnych-poukazok/ 
https://www.inovujme.sk/sk/podniky 
 
 

From 22.6.2021 
 
 
 
 

https://www.siea.sk/siea-podpori-firmy-prostrednictvom-inovacnych-poukazok/
https://www.siea.sk/siea-podpori-firmy-prostrednictvom-inovacnych-poukazok/
https://www.inovujme.sk/sk/podniky


             
 
 
 
 
 
Technology help 

consulting services focused 
on mapping, planning, 
implementation, analysis and 
technical feasibility of 
innovations in the company. 
And also services and 
consulting in the field of 
research and development. 
At the same time, the SIEA 
provides non-repayable 
financial assistance through 
various types of calls. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.siea.sk/strukturalne-fondy-
eu/aktualne-vyzvy-implementovane-siea/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
calls are 
published on an 
ongoing basis 

Seal of excellence Exceptional projects that have 
received the European Seal of 
Excellence mark can apply for 
support from Eurofunds. 

Funding can be obtained 
from R&D projects of micro, 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises that have been 
awarded the Seal of 
Excellence mark after 1 
January 2018 under the 
Horizon 2020 EIC Accelerator 
Pilot scheme for their 
technological innovation and 
have not been directly 
involved. managed by the 
European Commission. The 
mark of excellence for quality 
is awarded to projects based 
on evaluation and ranking by 
independent experts, and 
these projects are considered 
to be excellent and worthy of 
public funding. In terms of 
focus, these are industrial 
research and experimental 
development projects in 
various sectors of the 

https://www.opvai.sk/vyzvy/mh-sr/dopytovo-
orientovane-
projekty/452021_vyzva_32_seal_of_excellence/ 
 
https://www.opvai.sk/media/102599/vyzva_opii-
mh-dp-2021-12-1-33.pdf 

Open till 
 
31.12.2021 

https://www.opvai.sk/vyzvy/mh-sr/dopytovo-orientovane-projekty/452021_vyzva_32_seal_of_excellence/
https://www.opvai.sk/vyzvy/mh-sr/dopytovo-orientovane-projekty/452021_vyzva_32_seal_of_excellence/
https://www.opvai.sk/vyzvy/mh-sr/dopytovo-orientovane-projekty/452021_vyzva_32_seal_of_excellence/


             
economy, while directly 
contributing to the 
achievement of the Green 
Deal and / or Digital Europe 
objectives.    

Agricultural Paying 
Agency (PPA)  

Non-repayable aid EU aid for young 
farmers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Innovative technologies in 
agriculture 

Support for the start of 
farming up to 50,000 €. 
There is currently no 
challenge and it is not certain 
when and if such a challenge 
will take place. However, we 
expect that the pressure of 
young farmers on PPA will 
perhaps renew the 
challenge, and that is why we 
present this information. 
 
Non-repayable financial 
assistance for farmers for 
innovation in production 
technologies and energy 
savings. Unfortunately, these 
challenges are not active at 
the moment, but we expect 
them to open in the near 
future. 

www.apa.sk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.apa.sk/aktualne-vyzvy 
 

closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
closed 

 

http://www.apa.sk/

	Through the platform, entrepreneurs, mentors and investors can get to know each other, communicate or find job or investment opportunities. The platform's organizers are also creating an innovation home for startups from Central and Eastern Europe in the United States. The startups will be able to sign up for a stay in Silicon Valley, which can help them expand.

